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PREFACE The Geaenulnglst
At a time when, the new methods are being sought to promote environmental and cultural awareness

through education, geographers offer a unique and valuable perspective of places through field work.
Preparation of field report, based on field work have been incorporated into many geography courses
at various levels of education across the world. They have been especially designed to inculcate the
knowledge and awareness amongst students about the environment in which they live and to persuade
them to be inquisitive about the processes that operate in order to shape the landscapes and the
cultures.

Field work enables geographers to make direct observations of the ground and it is especially more
useful where available data is unreliable or missing. To check the validity of existing secondary sources
such as primary census abstracts and sample surveys field work is mandatory.

Geographical field work provides both, a tool for the acquisition of knowledge as well as a means of
spreading awareness and appreciation of culture and the environment. Therefore, in a digital age,
when it seems so easy to collect data at ease using internet and space technology pace, field work
becomes more, valuable and important to build greater scholarship, strengthen geographic horizons
and find solutions to local problems.

This work aims to facilitate the young and budding geographers as well as research scholars especially
in the field of geographical studies to understand the conceptual framework of the field work along
with merits and demerits/limitations of various field methods applied by them.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION TO

THE FIELD WORK



Spatial/geographical inquiry makes student’s “spatial/geographical imaginations” clear and
enables them to explore where they come from. It also discloses the contradictions in these
imaginations on which the knowledge about many geographical issues/phenomena are established.

The term thinking geographically (common practice) signifies a distinctly geography
based idea. People who think geographically, use spatial concepts in everyday life which in turn
defines the geographical perspective and enables geographical thinking (trained
geographers).

Spatial thinking, facilitate students/researchers to understand and interpret their own responses
to people, places and event/phenomena.

It allows them to differentiate and reflect on other’s perspectives which may be different from
their own about the same.

Therefore, field work and report writing in geographical studies is an indispensible
and integral part of geographical inquiry that facilitates the development of
spatial/geographical thinking and leads to the continuous evolution of geographical thought .

6
The Geaecalngtst



A\ 4
£OQ

ﬁE GEHEGﬂlﬂgIS T

INQUSITIVENESS

Geographical Geographical
Imaginations Inquiry

Inquiry exposes contradictions in these imaginations on which the
knowledge about many geographical issues/phenomena are established
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FIELD WORK HELPS TO ACCOMPLISH

THE CRUCIAL AIM OF EDUCATION :

“to question, rather than to accept without further inquiry or thought

that is largely an outcome of thinking geographically or spatially

Field work can be simply understood as the systematic observation and

collection of otherwise unavailable (primary) data.
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